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REPORT 


of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Rural  District 
of  Mildenhall  in  the  County  of  West  Suffolk  for  the 
year  ending  31  at  December,  1949® 


Public  Health  Offices, 

8,  Whiting  Street, 

Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

August  1950. 

To:- 

The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Mildenhall. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  o:  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  for  your  favourable  consideration 
my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  being 
that  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949* 

In  February  1949  the  Council  wore  gratified  to  receive  a 
visit  from  Dr.  J,  Cauchi  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Whitehall,  in 
persuance  of  the  re-introduction  of  the  Ministry’s  policy  to 
establish  contact  between  those  engaged  in  dealing  with  local  Public 
Health  problems  and  the  Central  Officers. 

I  am,  Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  &  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  H.  CLAYTON . 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority . 

(a)  Medical  -  One  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Robert  H->  Clayton,  M.B. ,  B,S.,  B.Hy,, 

D.P.H*  (Durham),  Cert.  Mental  Deficiency 
and  Allied  Subjects  (London),  appointed 
in  1936. 

This  Officer  does  not  engage  in  private  practice  but 
holds  in  addition  the  following  appointments:-  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  Newmarket  U.D.Co,  Cosford  R.D.C., 
Thedwastrc  R.D. C.,  and  Thingoe  R.D.C. 

(b)  Others  -  One  Sanitary  Inspector, 

He  W.  Trotter,  Cert^R*  S.  I. ,  M.S.I.A. 

Meat  and  Other  Poods  Certificate  R.S.I., 
appointed  in  1935,  also  Building  Surveyor. 

One  additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Edward  Banks,  Cert.R. S. I • ,  M.S.I.A., 

Meat  and  Other  Foods  Certificate,  R. S.I., 
appointed  21st  April,  1947® 
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SECTION 


A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA. 


1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident 
population  . . 


1942- 

14^390 


80,739  acres, 

,  (M 

(14,210) 


according  to  Rate 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by 

2.  EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL 

Book  . .  0 . 

•  •  • .  . . 

a  Penny  Rate 

STATISTICS  POR  THE' 

•  • 

•  • 

•  * 

YEAR. 

4,214 

£62,963 

£237 

(4.085) 

(£59.631) 

(£223) 

Live  Births. 

To 

tal  0 

Male . 

Female. 

1949. 

TT9U8) 

1949. 

(1948) 

1949 

«  (1948) 

Legitimate 

285 

T291) 

156 

Tl5H 

129 

7133) 

Illegitimate 

11 

(10) 

6 

(8) 

5 

(2) 

Stillbirths. 

Legitimate 

9 

(6) 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

(1) 

Nil 

(1) 

Nil 

(-) 

Deaths . 

168 

(131) 

103 

(63) 

65 

(68 

Birth  Rate. (Live 
births  per  1000 

Mildenhall . 

England 

6c  Wales. 

1949. 

(1948) 

1949. 

(19^57 

civilian  population) 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

20.6 

(21.2) 

16.7 

(17.9) 

1000  population. 

Stillbirth  Rate  per 

1000  total  (live  and 

0.63 

(0.49) 

0.39 

(0.42) 

still)  births. 

Death  Rate  per  1000 

29o5 

(22,7) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

resident  population. 

CORRECTED  DEATH  RATE.(  Cemear- 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  al:)lllty 
under  1  year. 

All  infants  per  1000 

11.7 

10.8 
Factor 

(9.2) 

0.92) 

11.7 

(10.8) 

live  births. 

Legitimate  Infants  per 

30 

(37) 

32 

(34) 

1000  legitimate  births. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per 

32 

(38) 

Nil 

(Mil) 

1000  illegitimate  births. 

Nil 

(Nil) 

Nil 

(Nil) 

9  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred  (8  males  and 
1  female,  all  legitimate)*  No  deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  (Headings  29  6b 
30),  15  deaths  from  Cancer,  no  deaths  from  Measles,  no  deaths  from 
Whooping  Cough,  and  1  death  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  were  recorded. 

The  nine  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  occurred: - 

3  in  the  first  day  of  life  (4  Prematurity,  1  Birth  Injury). 

1  in  the  third  day  of  life  (Prematurity) 

1  in  the  fourth  day  of  life  (Congenital  Malformation). 

1  in  the  second  month  of  life  (Gastro-onteritis) . 

1  in  the  third  month  of  life  (Broncho-Pneumonia) . 

Only  two  other  deaths  occurred  in  the  nonage 

1  at  eighteen  months  (Bronchitis). 

1  at  20  years  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis). 

At  the  other  end  of  life,  37  were  octogenarians  and  5  were 
nonagenarians  before  death. 
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The  following  table  gives  the  causes  and  the  number  of  deaths 
occurring  at  the  various  age  groups.  The  totals  correspond  with  the 
Registrar  General's  figures. 

The  deaths  are  classified  under  the  headings  given  in  the  New 
Abridged  List  of  Causes,  as  used  in  England  and  Wales  and  Northern 
Ireland,  as  set  out  on  Page  XXXIX  of  the  Manual  of  the  International 
List  of  Causes  of  Deaths  -  1933. 


CAUSES  OP  DEATHS • 

! Deaths  at  the  sub- joined  ages  of  "RESIDENTS" 

J whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Under  1  year. 

i  i 

l 

| 

I 

. 

IT\ 

U 

0 

d 

H 

C 

H 

LT\ 

r-i 

Fh 

0 

l 

d 

a 

in 

m 

CM 

u 

0 

d 

3 

d 

d 

Cj 

n 

H 

n 

d 

O 

d 

§ 

d 

§ 

n 

CM 

1 

n 

M3 

d 

0 

d 

1  ^ 

3 

ra 

d 

d 

cJ 

£ 

& 

d 

§ 

n 

M3 

TOTAL  Registrar 

General  *  s 

figures. 

6.  Tuberculosis  of 
respiratory  system. 

!m.  f. 

1 

1 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

~  - 

M.  F, 

-  1 

M.  F.  |  M.  F. 

1 

-  1  2  1 

M.  F. 

1  - 

M.  F, 

3  3 

7  Other  forms  of 
'*  Tuberculosis 3 

! 

l 

1  - 

i 

1 

8.  Syphilitic  diseases. 

- 

-  — 

—  — 

-  -  -  - 

1  “ 

1 

9.  Influenza* 

— 1 - 

_ 

_ 

“  ~ 

1  - 

1 

13.  Cancer  of  Uterus. 

” 

..  .  .  . 

-  -  1  -  1 

-  2. 

-  3 

14.  Cancer  of  staunch  A  duodenum  - 

-  -  i  -  - 

1  1 

1  1 

15*  Cancer  of  Breast. 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites. 

-  1  -  2 

5  3 

5  6 

17#  Diabetes. 

_  _ 

M  —  ;  —  — 

- ji  - 

1 

180  Cerebral  Haemorrhage. 

-  1 

3  2 

8  7 

11  10 

19 •  Hoart  Diseases* 

-  -  !  -  -  9  2  £8  17 

,  |  -  -  -  .  . 

37  19 

20,  Other  circulatory  disease S]  -  - 

, 

i 

-  -  -  -  1  -  1  2  1 

1 

3  1 

Tl  ’’  ’  ll"  1  T-r  i  i  ii  1  I  ‘  1 

21.  Bronchitis.  :  -  - 

.  .  | 

-  1  -  - 

-  1  2  - 

1  1 

3  3 

22.  Pneumonia,  X  - 

I  ; 

-  2 1 1  - 

-  2 

2  4 

23,  Other  respiratory  diseases,  i  - 

, 

j 

1  - 

1 

0,  Ulcer  of  stomach  or 

^4#  duodenum,  i  - 

{ 

j 

1 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2  years. 

1  - 

“  ■  -  - 

1 

27.  Other  digestive  diseasos. 

-  - 

|  i 

1  - 

4  “ 

28,  Nephritis, 

_  _ 

—  —  j  —  —  —  — 

2  -  j  -  - 

1  - 

3  - 

31.  Premature  Birth, 

5  - 

5  - 

~2  q  Corn  enital  malformations , 
birt.a  injurv.g iiif^nttLe  disease. 

1  1  j 

-  - 

1  1 

33.  Suicide. 

1 

. 

1  1 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents. 

-  - 

- 

_  - 

1  - 

1  - 

1  - 

3  - 

33.  Other  Violent  Causes. 

-  - 

.  1 

-  - 

1  - 

L  1 

-  -( 

2  2  ( 

3  2 

36,  All  oth^r  causes. 

—  ~  j 

1 

M  r*. 

_  _  1  _  _ 

-  -  1 

1  1  |l4  8  , 

15  9 

Total:  Males. 

8  -  i 

— 

-  -  •  2  - 

4  ~ 

22  -  67  .  - 

103 

Female Sc 

-  1  ■  ~  1  j  -  -  -  1 

-  6  : 

-  12  !  ~  44 

65 

SST  near 

-  3  - 
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MILDEHKALL  AND)  mAKD  _d_ WALES. 

BIRTH  RATES  ADD  DEATH  RATES  7  per  1000  POPULATION ) 

193'6"~to~1940. 

This  graph  shows  that  since  1940  the  general  trend  of  the  Birth  Rate 
in  Mildenhall  Rural  District  has  been  to  rise,  whilst  the  trend  of 
the  Death  Rate  has  been  to  falls 

The  Birth  and  Death  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  have  been  reacting 
as  have  those  of  our  District, 

For  ten  years  now  the  Birth  Rate  of  Mildenhall  has  each  year  exceeded 
that  of  England  and  Wales. 

When  adjustment  is  made  to  the  Crude  Death  Rate  of  Mildenhall ,  which 
is  the  rate  here  recorded,  by  means  of  the  Comparability  Factor, (which 
in  1949  was  0,92),  the  Corrected  Death  Rate  for  Mildenhall  since  1936 
has  invariably  been  less  then  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Another  satisfactory  observation, drawn  from  this  graph, is  that  the 
Birth  Rate  of  Mildenhall  has  always  comfortably  cxceded  the  Death  Rate, 
even  the  Crude  Death  Rate. 

BIRTH  RATE, DEATH  RATE. 

Mild  E  oc  W.Mild  E  uc  W. 

1936.15.0  14.8  14.2  12.1 

1937.18.4  14.7  13.3  12.4 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA* 

(a)  The  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory 

rounds  Court  Road,  Cambridge,  under  the  directorship  of  Er.  R.  M.  Pry 
provides  a.  excellent  bacteriological  service  and  an  abundance  of  advice 
and  enthusiasm. 


(b)  ^MBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  TPIE  HOME., 


These  services  are  supplied 
by  the  County  Council*, 


(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES, 
the  Rural  District  Council” 


These  are  not  the  responsibility  of 


SQS^ITiiS.  Of  the  296  Live  Births,  125  occurred  at  the  residents' 
own  dome  in  the  Mildenhall  District.  The  remaining  171  occurred  outside 

0U+-  iS.  lc^s  ^  ^■!flcJSG  White  Lodge  Hospital,  Newmarket,  which  is 
satisfying  a  continually  increasing  portion  of  our  District's  need. 

Most  of  the  remaining  births  occurred  at  Bury  St.  Edmunds  in  either  the 
West  Suffolk  General  Hospital  or  St.  Mary's  Hospital. 


deaths ,  120  occurred  at  the  resident’s  own  home  in  the 
Mildenhall  District*,  46  of  the  remaining  48  deaths  which  occurred  outside 
our  District  took  place  at  Hospitals  as  follows :- 


11  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Bury  St.  Edmunds. 

10  West  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  Bury  St,  Edmunds. 

7  St.  Audry's  Hospital,  Melton. 

6  White  Lodge  Hospital,  Newmarket. 

4  Walnuttree  Hospital,  Sudbury, 

2  Addenbrooks  Hospital,  Cambridge, 

d  each  at  Hcigham  Hall,  Norwich,  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital,  Norwich, 
Su.  Clements  Hospital,  Ipswich,  Thetford  Cottage  Hospital,  St .Bartholomews 
Hospital,  Rochester,  and  St.  Bartholomews  Hill  End  Hospital,  St.  Albans. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRguFSTHNCElTOP  THE  AREA . 

(d)^WATER,  The  Council  own  three  piped  supply  schemes  in  the  area, 
(1,  2  &  3  b el ow )  and  there  are  two  other  public  supplies  (4  &  5  below;. 

1.  Eriswell  Bore  and  Reservoir  which  supply: - 


Mildenhall 

Lakenhonth 

Eriswell 

Freckenham  Village 
Worlington 
Barton  Mills 


Houses . 
775 
498 
68 
86 
80 
101 


1 . 608 


Increase  on  1948, 

54 

29 

2 

12 

8 

3 


2,  Brandon  Well  and  Reservoir  which  supply: - 
Brandon  732 

(Weeting  in  Swaffham  R.D.C) 

3«  Moulton  Bore  &  Tower  which  supply: - 

Moulton  I34 

Gazoloy  89 

Dal ham 
Kuntford 


108 

33 


24 

10 

4 

1 


Ilerringswell,  part  of  6 

296  Konnott  in 

6  75 

Nd/imniket  R.D 

Prom  the  Bore  and  Tank  at 

the  R„ A. P.Airf ield  at 

Tuddenham 

Converted  hutments 

5 

5 

Prom  the  Mains  of  the  Ely 

R.D.C.  at 

Kenny  Hill 

71 

71 

2,832 

292 

-  6  - 

I''.:' 


. 


s 


The  2, 832  houses  represent  G~J%  of  the  4,214  houses  in  the  District. 
In  addition  to  this  67/^  it  should  he  noted  that  some  houses  have  a 
piped  water  supply  from  the  three  private  supplies  at  Elveden  (140) 
Higham  (70)s  and  Santon  Downham  (67).  The  number  of  houses  with  a 
piped^ water  supply  in  each  parish  is  indicated  in  the  table  below.  The 
Council  have  not  adopted  the  policy  of  providing  public  standpipes. 


Parish. 

Total 

in 

Parish. 

Number  of 

Houses 

Estimated 

With 

With 

Number  of 

Public 

Piped 

Supply. 

Private 
‘Pined  . 
Supply. 

persons 

supplied. 

Barton  Mills. 

I6l 

101 

340 

Brandon. 

"65*6 

752 

— 

“27600 

Cavonham. 

37 

Nil 

— 

Dalham. 

W 

.  49 

— 

170 

Elveden. 

147 

140 

~T 7§ 

Eriswell . 

w 

68 

— 

230 

Freckenham. 

—ll 1  

141 

— 

~4Ho  * 

Gazeley. 

uZ 

89 

— 

300 

Herr  insf  swell. 

”62“ 

6 

— 

240 

|  Higham. 

82 

- 

70 

M 

Icklingham. 

128 

Nil 

210 

Kentford. 

“63“ 

— 

1,700 

Lakenheath. 

538 

498 

— 

2,800 

Mildenhall. 

1,166 

846 

— 

Wo 

Moulton. 

182 

134 

— 

230 

Santon  Downham 

87 

- 

67 

0 

CM 

1 

Tuddenham. 

105 

5k 

""  j 

Wangford. 

10 

Nil 

— 

270 

Worlington. 

112 

”80 

— 

— - — — — — - I 

Grand  Total: 

4,2X4 

2,832 

3,109  | 

10,500 

t  ,  J^ree  of  the  four  parishes  without  piped  water  supply,  Cavonham, 
Icklingham  and  Tuddenham  (*  virtually  without,  although  5  converted 
hutments  have  water)  are  to  be  supplied  by  use  of  the  boro,  pumping 
machinery  and  tower  at  the  disused  R.a.F.  Aerodrome  -  the  contract  for 
this  work  has  been  placed  with  Messrs.  Shanks  of  Hunstanton,  but  the 
work  is  delayed  awaiting  delivery  of  pipes.  The  completion  of  this  work 
will  leave  the  very  tiny  parish  of  Wangford  as  the  only  one  without  a 
piped  supply. 

There  is  approximately  71  miles  of  water  main  in  the  District. 

The  average  daily  output  from  the  Council's  three  main  piped  supplies 
during  December  1949  can  be  compared  with  the  figures  for  1948  and  1947:- 


Eriswell 

Brandon 

Moulton 


1949. 

152.5 400  gallons, 
59*978  » 

30,000  " 


1948. 

148,000  gallons. 

62,160  " 

29,000  " 


1947. 

115,000  gallons. 

92,000  " 

29,000  " 


1 


At  the  suggestion  of  the  Brandon  Water  Superintendent,  a  submerged 
electric  pump  was  fitted  in  the  existing  6,f  bore  at  the  bottom  of  the 
well  at  the  Brandon  Pumping  Station  with  the  object  of  testing  the  yield 
in  January  1950.  The  result  was  very  satisfactory  and  showed  that  during 
seven  days  and  nights  continuous  pumping  during  January  1,011,800  gallons 
were  obtained.  This  was  pumped  into  the  rising  main  and  the  surplus 
discharged  into  the  Lode. 


The  enquiry  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  into  the  proposals  of  the 
Council  for  the  extension  of  the  Brandon  Water  Works  which  was  to  have 
taken  place  in  the  Autumn,  had  to  be  postponed  until  the  commencement 
of  1950  owing  to  illness  and  other  difficulties.  This  has  now  been  held 
and  provisionally  sanctioned. 


Some  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  in  the  Dunstall  Green  part  of 
the  parish  of  Dalham,  and  in  two  cases  water  had  to  be  carted  for  a 
short  period  to  three  dwellings.  The  area  hereabouts  is  above  the  300  feet 
contour  and  the  top  level  of  the  Gazeley  Water  Tower  which  supplies  the 
main  village.  A  supply,  however,  is  being  brought  to  the  adjoining 
parish  of  Ousden  by  the  Clare  R.D.C.  and  negotiations  are  in  progress  for 
the  purchase  of  water  at  the  boundary  to  give  a  piped  supply  to  the  18 
houses,  three  farms  and  one  Public  House. 
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Tho  most  recent  chemical  analysis  reports  of  Dr,  S.  Greonburgh, 
Public  Analyst,  Cambridge,  on  tho  public  piped  supplies  taken  in 
January  .1950  are  as  under:- 


II 

Eriswell 

Brandon 

Moulton 

Bore. 

Dug  Well . 

Bore. 

Physical  Characters. 

Good. 

Good. 

Good. 

Reaction. 

pH  7*3 

pH  7.4 

pH  7.1 

The  sample  contained: 

parts  per  100,000. 

Chlorine 

1.55 

1.45 

2.15 

Ammonia  (Free 

0.0008 

0.0010 

0,0006 

&  Saline) 

Ammonia  (Albuminoid) 

0.0004 

0.0010 

0,0006 

Oxygen  absorbed  in 

0.0138 

0.0264 

0.0198 

3  hrs.  at  37. C 

Nitrates  (expressed 

0.45 

0.35 

0.55 

as  Nitrogen; 

Nitrites. 

absent. 

absent. 

absent. 

Poisonous  Metals. 

absent . 

absent. 

absent . 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION . 

Coliform 

Coliform 

Coliform 

organisms 

organisms 

organi sms 

absent 

absent 

absent 

in  100  mis* 

in  100  mis. 

in  100  mis. 

No. off  microorganisms 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

per  ml  developing  on 

Agar  at  37. C 

No. of  microorganisms 

Nil 

45 

3 

per  ml  developing  on 

Agar  at  21. C 

MICROSCOPICAL  EXAMINATION  OP  DEPOSIT. 

None. 

None . 

None, 

TOTAL  HARDNESS. 

10,20  degrees 

10,2  degrees 

17*06  degrees 

(grains  per 

(grains  per 

(grains  per 

gallon) 

gallon) 

gallon) 

INFERENCE.  Eriswell  Bore.  The  results 

obtained  on  the 

analysis  of 

this  sample 

do  not  show  any 

evidences  of  pollution  with 

harmful  orge 

.nic  or  inorganic 

matter.  I  am 

of  opinion  that 

this  water  i 

s  fit  for  drinking. 

Brandon  Dug 

Well.  The  results  obtained  on  tho  analysis  of 

this  sample 

indicate  a  water 

of  moderate  ha 

rdness 

containing  little  organic  matter  though  slightly  con- 
taminated  with  microorganisms  capable  of  development  at 
the  temperature  of  the  i(coolH  incubator.  Coliform 
organisms  however  could  not  be  detected  in  100  ml.  of  the 
sample.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  water  is  fit  for 
drinking  purposes.  It  is  to  be  recommended  however  that 
the  supply  be  kept  under  observation. 

Moulton  Bore.  The  results  obtained  on  the  analysis  of  this 
sample  do  not  show  any  evidences  of  pollution  with  harmful 
organic  or  inorganic  matter.  I  am  of  opinion  that  this 
water  is  fit  for  drinking  purposes. 

^ 

24  bacteriological  samples  before  chlorination  wore  taken  from  the 
Council *  s  Boro  and  wall  during  the  yoar,  &nd  except  in  one  instance 
all  were  found  to  be  free  from  bacteriological  pollution,  including  the 
repeat  sample  of  the  unsatisfactory  one. 
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Four  boon  bac toriological  water  samples  wore  taken  from  private 
sources  of  which  six  were  found  to  he  satisfactory*  seven  unsatisfactory 
and  one  doubtful.  Three  of  these  cases  thereafter  took  supplies  from 
the  Council’s  mains.  In  the  remaining  cases  warnings  against  drinking 
the  water  without  previous  boiling  was  given  to  the  occupiers. 


(ii)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.  By  the  end  of  1949  the  first  and  main 
portion  of  the  sewerage  system  in  Brandon  was  nearing  completion.  This 
covers  London  Road*  Thetford  Road*  Bury  Road,  Church  Road  and  Manor 
Road,  and  a  portion  of  Town  Street,  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  be 
in  operation  by  the  Autumn  of  1990.  Owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  land  for  the  pumping  station  near  the  Bridge, 
commencement  on  the  sewer  for  the  High  Street  did  not  take  place,  and 
it  is  possible  that  it  may  not  be  started  before  1951* 

A  Bi-annual  free  clearance  of  all  cesspools  is  made  on  request  in 
the  area,  except  in  cases  where  a  free  weekly  pail  closet  clearance  is 
given.  Some  679  cesspools  in  the  area  are  dealt  with  from  time  to 
time,  and  during  the  year  473  of  these  were  cleared,  161  of  which  were 
free  of  charge  under  the  scheme  and  317  charged »  (As  the  free 
clearances  are  Bi-annual  the  ratio  should  be  in  reverse  in  1950).  A 
large  number  of  cesspools  were  cleared  in  the  areas  of  adjoining 
Authorities. 

New  drains  and  cesspools  were  constructed  in  connection  with  44 
existing  properties,  conversions,  etc.,  by  private  owners,  13  nev/  houses 
by  private  owners  and  34  new  houses  erected  by  the  Council. 

2.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.  The  very  mild  winter  and  dry  summer  v/hich 
followed  had  a  definite  effect  upon  the  rivers  and  streams  in  the 
District.  The  village  streams  in  many  cases  ceased  to  flow  and  were 
reduced  to  stagnant  pools  with  decaying  vegetable  matter  -  the  River 
Lark  flow  was  diminished  and  as  before  could  not  adequately  dilute 
the  effluentfr:  m  the  Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds  Sewage  Works,  West  Stow, 
which  enters  the  River  at  Lackford  Bridge.  The  Borough  of  Bury  St. 
Edmunds  are  pressing  forward  as  quickly  as  possible  with  a  scheme 

to  modernise  and  make  adequate  their  Sewage  'Works. 

3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  number  of  pail  closets  cleared  weekly 
in  the  parishes  of  Brandon,  Mildenhall  and  Lakenheath,  remained 
substantially  the  same,  but  it  is  hoped  that  some  slight  reduction 
will  be  shown  next  year  in  the  parish  of  Brandon,  by  reason  of  the 
functioning  of  the  sewerage  system.  In  order  to  encourage  owners  of 
property  with  pail  closets  to  convert  to  W.C’s.  the  Council  have 
decided  to  make  a  grant  of  half  the  cost, up  to  a  grant  of  £15  per 
closet. 

During  the  year  the  following  changes  were  made  in  closet 
accommodation  in  connection  with  existing  properties 

Additional  Wat^.r  Closets  12 

Conversions  to  Water  Closets  20 

(ii)  PUBLIC  CLEaNSING.  The  weekly  refuse  removal  service  in  the 
parishes  of  Brandon,  Lakenheath  and  Mildenhall,  and  monthly  collections 
in  all  the  remaining  parishes  were  continued  throughout  1949*  It  was 
found  possible  to  extend  these  services  to  the  houses  at  Dunstall 
Green,  which  is  an  outlying  portion  of  the  parish  of  Dalharn.  The 
demand  for  salvaged  waste  has  almost  ceased,  although  with  difficulty 
a  market  was  still  maintained  for  waste  paper.  The  weight  of  waste 
paper  sold  by  this  Council  since  salvage  work  was  first  commenced  is  as 
follows : - 


1940. 

51 

ton, 

7i  cwt • 

1941. 

64 

ton, 

12f  cwt. 

1942. 

102 

ton, 

19  cwt. 

1943. 

63 

ton. 

1944. 

46 

ton. 

1945. 

56 

ton. 

1946. 

20 

ton. 

1947. 

30 

ton. 

1948. 

49 

ton, 

16  cwt. 

1949. 

34 

ton, 

187;  cwt. 
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( iii )  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT.  Mr.  Trotter,  our 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  who  is  assisted  by  Mr.  Banks, 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  supplied  the  following  table  which 
summarises  the  work  of  these  two  Officers,  I  wish  to  acknowledge  my 
indebtedness  to  them  both  for  their  assistance  throughout  the  year:- 


Inspection  and  re-inspection  of  houses  under  Public  Health  Act 
and  Housing  Act#  •  # 

Council  House  Management 

Building  Bye-Laws  • . 


Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  (including 
over  by  the  Council). 


Factories  and  Workshops 
Shops  and  Offices  .. 

School  Inspections  .. 

Cowsheds,  Drains,  etc. 

Public  Conveniences  • . 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 
Interviews  . .  . , 

Petrol  Installations  ..  .. 


Ex-Armed  Forces  Comps 


taken 


. ,1,217 
197 
297 

151 

34 

22 

19 

139 

43 

10 

514 

5 


127  Informal  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  and  owners  complied 

wi th  114. 

Statutory  Notices  were  authorised  in  3  cases  during  1949*  All  three 
were  complied  with  as  well  as  the  outstanding  one  in  1943. 

Factory  Act,  1937. 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

Number  of 

Premises# 

: 

W 

0  O 
C3  P 
H- 
03 
c+ 

© 

. 

1 

Inspections . 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3?4  &  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities# 

14 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority. 

33 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
onforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 

56  (excluding 
out-workers 1 
premises) , 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

j 

Nil 

67 

r 

-FT 

i 

1 

I 

I 

i— 

Nil 

Nil 

se  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (l)  )?  Institutions. 

(Section  104  and  sites  and  Building  Operations  and  Works  of 
Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


: 

Number  of 
defects 

cases  in  which 

wore  found.  j 

No,  of  cases 
in  which 

Particulars . 

- 

Pound. 

j 

\ 

Remedied $ 

1 

Referred. 

To  II,  M#  By  H.M. 

Inspector.  Inspector^ 

prosecutions 
we  re 

instituted. 

Want  of 

Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

Nil 

1 

i 

1 

Nil 

(iv)  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES.  Twenty- two  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
In  one  case  an  additional  W,C.,  for  separate  use  of  female  staff,  and  a  Wash 
basin  were  called  for  and  provided. 

(v)  CAMPING  SITES.  There  arc  29  Licenced  Camping  Sites  in  the  area  and 
90  visits  of  inspection  v/ere  made.  It  is  estimated  that  the  maximum  number 
of  persons  occupying  these  sites  on  any  one  day  was  approximately  150. 

(vi)  SMOKE  ABATEMENT.  No  smoke  nuisance  arises  in  this  rural  district. 

(vii)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  There  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the 
District  but  some  inhabitants  despite  warning  continued  to  take  the  risk  of 
bathing  in  the  polluted  Rivers  -  fortunately,  during  1949  no  harm  seems  to 
have  arisen. 

(viii)  ERADICATION  OP  BED  BUGS.  No  houses  were  required  to  be  treated 

during  1949® 

(ix)  RAT  DESTRUCTION.  Mr,  H,  Hudson  was  employed  by  the  Council  as 
Rodent  Operator  during  1949  and,  by  bicycle,  was  able  to  deal  with  251 
premises  from  which  a  total  of  1,176  rats  bodies  were  recovered.  A  charge 
of  2/6d.  per  hour  was  made  for  work  at  business  premises,  whilst  treatment 
of  houses  is  carried  out  without  charge. 

(x)  SCHOOLS.  19  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  schools  in  the  District 
with  regard  to  washing  and  sanitary  facilities.  All  schools  in  the  area 
have  pail  closets,  except  Brandon  Senior  School  which  has  water  closets 
draining  to  a  cesspool.  There  will  be  an  opportunity  to  have  the  Infants 
School  conveniences  connected  to  the  public  sewer  in  the  near  future. 

SECTION  D. 

HOUSING, 


1.  (l)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts.  691 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  1,217 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  Sub  Head  (l)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Consolidated)  Regulations,  1935*  7 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit  for 

human  habitation.  4 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  proceeding  Sub-Head)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation.  Private  56 

Council  137 

(5)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  the  year  as  the 

result  of  previous  demolition  orders,  4 
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?.  Remo fly  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service 

of  Formal  Notice , 

Number  of  Defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers:- 

By  Owners  49 

By  Council  125 

Number  of  houses  completely  reconditioned  "by  Owners 
(exclusive  of  above)  as  shown  by  Licences  granted.  9 

HOUSING.  To  the  55  (29  being  prefabricated)  Council  Houses  completed^ 
in  1947  and  the  39  in  1943  there  were  completed  35  Council  Houses  in  1949* 
making  a  Post-war  total  of  129  Council  Houses. 

To  the  55  Post-war  Private  Enterprise  Houses  completed  in  1946,  1947 
and  1948  a  further  13  were  added  in  1949s  making  the  Post-war  total  of 
Private  Enterprise  Houses  built  63, 

46  Council  Houses  were  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  1949?  as 
were  6  Private  Enterprise  Houses. 

The  Councils,  therefore.,  at  the  end  of  1949  had  401  Council  Houses, 
which  represents  approximately  10%  of  the  4*214  total  houses  in  the 
District,  The  parishes  in  which  these  401  Council  Houses  are  si  mated  are 
indicated  in  the  following  table. 


Parish, 

! 

Hous*. 

Total 

in 

Parish, 

3S 

Counci 
Total • 

1  Houses 
Pre-war. 

War-time 
Emergency 
Programme • 

_ 

Post-war e 

' 

%  of 

Council 

Houses. 

Barton  Mills, 

161 

26 

14 

1  12 

16 

Brandon, 

856 

117 

94 

1  23 

14 

Cavenham. 

- M 

Nil 

Dalham. 

86 

Nil 

i  Elveden. 

147 

Nil 

Eri swell . 

98 

Nil 

Preckenham. 

171 

20 

6 

.  .  - 

14 

12 

Gazeley , 

116 

4 

4 

3 

Her  rinp’swell . 

62 

4 

2 

2 

6 

Hi  gharri. 

32 

Nil 

Icklingham, 

128 

"  T6 

6 

- 

10 

/ 

Kentf ord. 

70 

12 

12 

17 

Lakenheath, 

538 

70 

44 

2 

24 

13 

Mildenhall . 

1  o  166 

94 

80 

2 

12 

8 

Mrvnl  ton. 

182 

8 

8 

4 

Santcn  Downharn.  87 

Nil 

Tuddenham.  I  105 

20 

14 

,  -  -  P - 

19 

Wanpcford.  !  3.0 

Nil 

Wor ling ton. 

112 

10 

- 5  ‘ 

1  d 

9 

I  k, 214 

401 

266 

6  ,  129 

10 

55  Includes  34  houses  commenced  pre-war  which  were  allowed  to  be 
completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  war. 

A  suitable  assessment  of  the  adequacy  of  each  parish’s  quota  of 
Council  Houses  cannot  be  judged  by  merely  noting  the  percentage  oi  the 
total  houses  in  each  parish  which  are  Council  Houses ,  given  in  the 
above  table  -  neither  can  a  District's  need  be  judged  by  comparing  the 
percentage  of  Council  Houses  in  other  Districts,  _  ,, 

The  figure  of  13%  Council  Houses  quoted  for  Lakenheath,  of  which  70  oi  me 
538  houses  are  Council  H0uses,  does  not  indicate  the  groat  need  of  the 
parish  of  Lakenheath  for  improved  housing. 

The  conditions  at  Lakenheath  are  such  that  the  Minister  of  Health, 
despite  the  claims  of  -  other  Districts,  might  well  be  constrained  to 
grant  to  the  Mildenhall  Council  permission  to  build  a  special  extra  quota 
of  houses  in  this  parish. 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD . 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY.  The  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations ?  1949?  came  into 
operation  on  the  1st  October ?  1949?  and  as  and  from  that  date  the 
Council  ceased  to  be  the  Authority  concerned  with  the  registration  of 
oowahoda  and  cowkeepers?  and  the  supervision  of  the  production  of 
milk*  This  duty  has  now  passed  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries. 


Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  &  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations;,  1949?  the  Council  ceased  to  be  responsible  for 
the  supervision  of  the  Pasteurisation  of  Milk?  this  duty  now  being 
undertaken  by  the  County  Council* 

Our  duty  is  now  restricted  to  milk  in  the  course  of  distribution. 


At  the  time  of  the  transference  of  the  functions  there  were  in 
the  Area  95  Registered  Cowkeepers  and  4  Retailers  in  the  Area  not 
keeping  cows. 


(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS.  Central  slaughtering  has  taken  killing  outside 
our  District. 

During  1949  the  undermentioned  food  was  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption: - 


Fats?  Lard. 

Meat,  Meat  and  Vegetables. 
Fish. 

Vegetables  and  Canned  Soup. 
Fruit. 

Marmalade . 

Milk. 

Golden  Syrup. 

Jam  and  Mincemeat. 

Margarine . 

Che  e  s  e . 

Cereals. 

Bacon. 

Oranges. 


1 

tin. 

70 

tins 

63 

ti 

24 

it 

11 

tr 

4 

ti 

171 

ii 

1  tin. 

1  jar. 

lbs. 
19t  lbs . 

2  lbs. 
84  lbs. 

565  lbs. 


c)  ADULTERATION.  ETC. 

d)  CHEMICAL  &  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION, 


No  change, 


sausage  rolls  throughout 
sold  in  the  District  has 

the  Rural  District 
been: - 

was 

continued. 

In  the  year 

ending  March 

31 sts 1945? Moat 

Pies 

cc 

Sausage  Rol 

ii  ii  it 

it  ii 

"  1946?  " 

ti 

ti 

ii 

it  ii  ii 

it  it 

"  1947,  " 

ii 

it 

ti 

ii  ti  ti 

ii  it 

"  1948?  " 

tt 

it 

ii 

ii  ii  ii 

ti  it  ii 

ii  ii 

ti  it 

"  1949,  " 

"  naan.  " 

ii 

it 

it 

it 

ii 

ii 

The  number 


195? 212 
375,168 
448, 148 
387,329 
202,034 


IS 


SHELL-FISH, 
g)  WATER-CRESS . 


)  No  change. 


) 
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SECTION 


F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  &  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES . 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  among 
the  civilian  population  during  the  year.  These  are  the  final  numbers 
after  corrections  subsequently  made  either  by  the  Notifying  Medical 
Practitioner  or  by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital . 

ALL  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING-  1949. 


i  Scarlet  Fever. 

L_ 

• 

£ 

hO 

P 

O 

O 

S 

•H 

Pi 

O 

O 

g 

. 

CQ 

•H 

-P 

•n 

iH 

O 

h 

0 

•H 

rH 

O 

Ph 

O 

-P 

0 

O 

< 

| - 

• 

03 

O 

rH 

03 

d 

0 

L---I 

• 

d 

•H 

P 

O 

1 

O 

P 

dl 

— - - - 

Erysipelas. 

r  - — 

Food  Poisoning. 

. 

CQ 

•H 

-P 

•H 

-P 

d 

Pi 

O 

w 

0 

> 

•H 

P 

O 

O 

<H 

N 

H 

Grand 

M. 

F. 

M. 

M 

,  M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

.  F. 

M. 

M. 

Total 

:  M 

.  F. 

324 

156 

168  Totals: 

4 

6 

1 

1 

1431® 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

.  Ago 

0  to 

under  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  2 

1  " 

SI  ^ 

l 

1 

1 

- 

2F3l“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3  " 

”  S 

— 

2 

— 

— 

35  31 

- 

1 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

5  " 

"  10 

2 

3 

— 

- 

b5  ST" 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

10  ,f 

M  15 

- 

— 

- 

1 

9  7 

15  <! 

it  25 

1 

— 

- 

— 

3  1 

25  " 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2  3 

1  - 

- 

- 

- 

1 

45  " 

11  65 

- 

— 

- 

— 

-  1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

65  & 

over. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  -• 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Nov;  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949 . 

During  1949  there  we re  11  new  cases  as  follows :- 

10  Pulmonary:  6  Males,  aged  19,  27?  29 ,  38?  52  &  70  yrs0 

4  Females,  aged  11,  20,  30  &  52  yrs. 

1  Non-Pulmonary:  1  Female,  aged  37  yrs. 

There  wore  7  deaths:-  3  Males,  Pulmonary,  aged  70,  52  &  48  yrs. 

3  Females , Pulmonary, aged  47?  35  &  20  yrs. 

1  Female, Non~Pulmonary,  aged  23  yrs. 
h 


The  notifications  of  the  usual  Infectious  Diseases  from  1938  is 
indicated  by  the  following  Table  and  the  Graphs  on  the  following  page. 


TABLE. 


1949. 

1943. 

1947. 

1944. 

1943. 

1938. 

— 

1937. 

Poliomyelitis. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Undulant  Fever. 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

1 

2 

Food  Poisoning. 

1 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis. 

2 

1 

5 

1 

MM 
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MILDEITHALL  R.D.  NOTIFICATIONS  1956  to  1949 . 

SCARLET  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA':  WHOOPING  COUGH . 


120. 


SCALE 
1  inch  =  20  cases. 


100. 


80. 


Scarlet  Fever. 
Whooping  Cough. 
Biphtheria. 


11 

1 


12 

1 


9  65  17  14  4  2 

-  -  41s  43  16  3 

-  1  3  10  1  2 


1 

3 


8 

8 

1 


9  27  21  10 
8  33109  1 


«  1940  was  first  full  year  for  Whooping  Cough 
and  Measles  notifications. 


MEASLES.  1940  to  1949. 
Scale  1  inch  =  50  case; 


It  will  he  noted  that  the 
301  cases  of  Measles  recorded  during  1949  was 
much  the  greatest  number  in  any  year  since  / 
notification  commenced  —  the  previous 
highest  number  was  88  in  1941=.  Fortunately 
these  301  cases  resulted  in  no  deaths. 
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41  43  45  47  49 

1940  42  44  46  48 
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